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It s eems to me it is going to b e .. big ge r p robl em the~ 
ave r getting in ell I went t o g et in thi s month, l!o · I wi ll try 
end e e:y e littl e l ess J:zy"eelf. 

First, e not e of sinc er e regr et . !.swi ll b e see n from 
th e Nelson Lee Column , Bob Blythe's usuell:, busy pen will hev a 
t o b e l aid asid e f or some months .. Ho go t ov er hie op er e tion 
succ essful ly : n eve rt h el ess, a cti ng un der doo t or• e orders he 
mw,t take a l ong rest. · 'ii& sh ell mies him, end I em sure " 11 
r eaders s NS ortt 1.on o GE? h at the 
ea rli est pos sibl e moment. Fow h ave don e mor e f_or ~ th e l!obby 
t hen he. 

Bookbinding: I hav e fr equ ently b ee n eek ed ~or th e , name 
of a g ood bookbinder. Hithert o I h eve not b oe n • ebl e to h el p 
=ch, but I ca n n ow hear tily recomm etl!l a r ea lly excellent one .• 
He is J. L. llacay, 124/6 QUeon•s Road, PeckhE'm , London, s;E . 15 
Hie t erms er a extremely moderate, and he t akes a epec i 11l ·, 



int er &st in t he wor~ , for he is by w~y of being ~n ol d boy= • 
book fen himself. Hi B workmanship now adorns the bookshelv es 
of many of our members. So make e not e of the address, those 
of you who hav e copi e s to bl.D2_· • • 

OUr "J.nnusl" Ballot: To get something like s true 
iJosition I have decided th at . th e fairest way i s to award six 
points for s let; five for a 2nd, and so on down to bne for 
the sixth position. ~rorked out in this w.ey the voting at 
;present stands like this : · 

l , :Magnet tJss terpi ecee 173·. 
2. Cordew of the Fourth 153 
3. How 1,11 First Collection St arted 152 
4. Education of an Editor 131 
5. Bow They Arrived 113 
6. Comic Pape rs in The~H eyday 100 

7. The aem R~prints 97 
8. Imit Pt ion St ories 97 

Several other iirticl es are not f e r behind. "Magnet Mseter
pi ~oes" holds ,.- good l el'd as it gets most firsts, but some 
other Prti cl ee appear on more voting papers. 

One dis appointing f ea tur e is, ho.,ever , the large number 
of voting papers still to come in. Do send along, pl ea se, on 
plain paper if nec easar,y , PS time is get ting on. 

~ ThG ''Coll, 'ector's ~1ho 's Who" dbe s not appeer as prectic all 
ell vo t ers took th at for granted. 

OUr hmericen Cousins Get Thoi r Publicity Too, Raymond 
L. Cald well, .of Lanc eeter, Pe, member of our c la n and Sexton 
Bl Pke devotee : got s fin e -Vlrit e -up in "Colli ers" l eading 
;.mericen week:l,y r ece ntly . It ·Ntls he eded with a sp lendid 
photograpnon~m---surroimdVd-..tt1rst-aclts of Ntc lc-Cort ors , 
Tip-Tops, Pluck end Luck, end other papers which me !Uljust as 
much to our Americ an cousins es the Magnet, Gem, U.J. e tc. do 
to us. , 

One int er es ting stste ment wes that th ere ere 1000 odd 
hobbyists thot a.I.de ·of th e herring p.ond. ..ind another that 
Raymond Coldwell possesses 60,000 different copi es. 60,000! -
the John Medoreft of ..mericsl 

Yours sincer ely, 
fil:RBERT L X:ITT:NBY. 



POPULAR Pl.PERS OF THE PAST 

No. 5: - The Csptein. 
Ji Magazin e for Boys and Old Boys 

By Harold G.Dubb 

Towards the cl ose of Queen Victoria' s golden reign, when 
li f e wee more l eisur ely end au.eterity confined merely to th e 
peopl e witho ut means, t he ent erprizing publish ers of the f smoUll 
"Strand" magazine decided to leunch a new vent ure, something of 
a j unior brother to the ebove mentioned public etion, and this 
duly appeared on th e bookstalls under the alluring titl e , 
"The Capt ain. :.. rdagezin " for Boye and Old Boys." In format, 
th e hew jo urn al c los ely r esembled tha t of the "Str and", with 
doubl e column pages, wide margins end cl ear , bold, · easy to 
r ead typ e . "The Captain " v,es profus ely illust ra t ed with 
exc ell ent photogr aphs end th er e were pl enty of thos e adve rtis e 
cents th at boys of ell egea so t horo ughly enjoy, such as t hos e 
of f orei8n stamp deal ers, sports outfitt er s, publish ers of 
juvenile lit er ature , deal ers in pets, agents for Meccano s ets 
and Hobbies fret worlt out fits, etc . etc. 

"The Cept ein" , though neve r " best seller, echieved wi de 
popul erity aoong public sch ool boys end pupils of th e more 
expensiv e second ary schools, owing chi efly to it s spl endid 
st ori es of school lif e and except io nelly fin e articl es on 
sport , particul erly those on the subjects of Rugby end Cri cket 
..-.n "ntir ely new dep artur e in schoolboy 11 t er etur e was the 
period ica l book r eview eppe ering in th e paper ; Neturelly, th, 
works sent in for criticism wer e only juvenile publi ca ti ons, 
but, until the adven t of this progressi ve magezin e , even th at 
br anch of th e criti c 'e art, bed been rmtirely in th e hands of 
the moro adult periodicals such ee i;ne "Br 1 u.sn ., ~........, , 
"The :..theneum", "The Sphere" , and to th e daily newspapers. I 
r emember r eed ing with gr ee t pl easure, revien of books by 
G • .;..Henty, Georg e Ml>nvill e Fenn, Herb ert St r eng , R.H. Goodyeer 
ond mony, many others, equslly well !mown. Then too, th er e 
w"re instructive erti cl es on e vnri ety of subjeo~; how to 
build e model yl'cht; lif e in ot her l ends; produce of :the 
British Empire; articl es eJCpl oining th e lat est .invention , e 
peep behind t he sc enes in e big f actory end hundred s of ot her 
topic s , equa lly int er es ting end Gntert eining. 



Onu of my v' rli est reco ll ect io ns of t hi s v~lU£b l e p ap er i1 
a school s~riel whi ch e.ppee r ed in it s pages somewher e around 
th e turn of t h e c en tury. The s tory in qu est ion was entitl ed 
11Mi ka", e nd it crine fr om th e pen of no l e s s ~ person th an 
P.G.Wod ehouse, th e euthor of th e ce lebr t>t ed "J eeves" stories 
end l a t er to becom e known "e e s econd "Lord Haw- haw'' end Gc,rmm 
br oa dcaster. In this particul ar story th e immort al Psmith 
first made his appe ar anc e . Thie el egan t youth , wi th his cere
fully ' pr eseed trous ers , hie sumptuous waistcoats , his natty 
ti 'as, , liis monecle and his Oxford drawl may r easonably be con
sid ered th e for erunn er of th e more universally known "I.rthur 
Jt.ugustus ' D'Arcy", th e belov ed swell ,bf St.Jime f ame; a lthough, 
wher ea s Gussy elwPye endecl. by ruining hi e megnificent a ttire, 
Pemith inv ari ably contriv ed to emerg e from th e most tr emendous 
eecap a·das, unp erturb ed end wholly unsc <'th lld . The further. 
edventurea of Psnp.th wer e r ecorded in th e boc k b earing his name 
end its s equels, " Psmith in th e City'';'!'llbi.."th~ Journalist" , 
end "Psmith in llew York'' . 

Unlik e Cha rl es &mil ton, th e i mmort a l cr ea tor of Gussy end 
of Billy Bunt er, who, ,m en ask ed by a lit era ry friend, why he 
did not endeavour to writ e something of e bett er ruld more 
l earned ne t,:re th en school stori es, decl ar ed thet t he re is 
nothing bett er th.en keeping children interested end t'muaed, 
Wodehous e deciaed that th er e was something b ett er, l eft off 
writing boys ' stories ond devoted th e whol e of his energies to 
adult liter ature end ultimet e ly to hob-no bb ing with Nazi war 
boss e s. 

Major Cherl as Gilson wee enoth er f evourit e "C"pt e~" 
author . A widely trav elled man, Major Gilson could writ e con
vi ncingly of maey- very remot 13 perts of th e gl obe , inclu di ng 
Thibet Mo olie end th e int erior of South Amerio !' . One of 
his most popuJ.s.r s e e e wee en ed "The Los t Island", c t" l e 
in which th e r ea d er is c arried br eethlee ely from England to the 
hint <s>rland of Chine end from thenc e , after scores of p erilo~ 
a dventures end miraculous e sc,:,pes from de ath on. the part of 
hero and villein el ike, to a 11\Y'Sterioue isl and in th e South 
P ac ific. The .ma jor had Pn ea sy, fl owing styl e, his English 
.~a · i.mpecMbl e end he insist ed on l eying th e scenes of e ll hie 
l:19oke in l ,inde he had pereo ne lly visi t ed . Capt ain Frank J-l. 
Smiw contributed e ~b er of short stori es t o th e "Cap t a in " 
though, ,.e ·f er PS I em ewor e, he nev er publish ed e s eri a l in 
th et paper. Re ode re of 11\Y' pr evious erti c l G on "Chums" -wi l l 
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e l r ~edy Imo., e good dee l cf this wri t <:r, who , in cdd i t ion to 
his lif e on th e ocean weva and hi s litersry lebours, hes 
r ec ently t aken t o bro8dc,,sting and csn often b e hea rd in 
"Children's Hour' ', end oth er children's progr e11111es relating 
hie thrilling exp erienc es es e sailor to audiences of young 
folks b elonging t oe nati on whos e very lif e bl o od is th e s ee 
end 1ibich pr ovid e s the world with its fin e st ee emen. 

Some of th ;, b eet sch ool stories it has b<>en 'f11!/ good for
tun e to ree d first e..w th a light in th e pag es of "The Capt ain" 
including th e now f emous Gree n of Greyhous e t el ee by R.S. We:t:r-m 
Boll ; t he Cl ov <:rhous e yarns by Gunby Hede th; numerous exc ap 
t io ne lly well writt en se ri a ls by Jb'lton Cl ea ver, whil e Cep t E'in 
G.~. Hope wee f or ID8f\Y y eere o r egul ar contributor of ex cell en t 
abort stori es of public sch ool lif e. The IDfljority of the 
se ri a l s tb r t enp ee r ed in ''Th e Oept ein" wor e afterw ards re
i ss u ed in b ook form end mos t of them er e s till obt • in ebl e e t 
e ll good books e ll ers . I woul d mention that "Mike", "Pemi th", 
end "Pemitb in t h e City " , by P .G.Wodehoue e ar e st i ll in print 
end ere publi sh ed by the old est ablish ed firm of ]Idem & Cha rles 
Bl eck . 

~ gre e t number of now f emous names onc e grt, ced th o p ag es 
of "Th e C"p t ein". J ohn Buchen, eft erwerds to become Lord 
Twe~de.nuir and Governor-0 <:nGrol of Cened e onc e co ntri but ed s 
'f11!/Stery s eri al; G.D. H.Sewell, so well known today es an 
auth ority on sports of ev ary description wrot e some of his 
v ory eerli est erti cl es f or this spl endid magazine, while 
Hor bert Hoyens , D.H.Pr rry end Perc y F .17cet e rmen were e l weys t o 
th o fo r e wi th t e l ee of 'f11!/Stery end adven ture. Herb ert Str ang , 
an ot he r not abl e contribut or, wrot e e so ri e l en titl ed "Namel ess 
Is l end" spec i elly fo r "Th a Cep t ein" end it app ea red in th e 
volume for 1919 . It wee writt en in bis usual inimi t ebl o 
~ l:>d d.Qalt w:l..th.-tbe Ge:z,men aw roeoac ll 
party of s chool boy s on holi dey brok e up o spy ring end proved 
inetrument ol in frustrating en attempt to bring 1.bis proud, 
unoonqucr ebl e pe opl e to their kn ees. .llthougb the Gre et '\Ver 
had by thi s tim e result ed in 8 vict ory ! or th e illi ea ·, it does 
not olt er t ho f oo t that Herbert Streng h ad for es een th e deb acl e 
th e t v/l's t o come , es a clos tJ stu,zy of so me of his earlier ""rks 
written prior to 1914, will rev oel. I em swore th a t I em, I 
digressing, but I would lik e to mention in pfleaing, th at Streng 
gav e en ex ceed ingly good ide o of th e dang ers of eepion ag e in 
his "King of th e .air" , "Tho Cruis e of the Gyr~ t!r" , ellfl 
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"Lord of tho See ". D~fore finishing ,11th Herber t St r ang el
together, I would like to pl eco on record th at I onoo received 
" "feerful tbr E>ehiJ18'', r e llrthur aUgllBtus D • .c.rcy would cell it 
for informing 11\Y c oater at school th et i'!lr . Streng ..,.s e f er 
gr ee t er author than Shakespe are . I t is needl ess to st at e that 
I h ave rlt ered 11\Y opinion c onsid ere bl;r since those distant df1YS. 

J.J! a eliBbt r elief to the more serious side of life, I I 
must inform m:, r ee dere that the jest er wt!B giv en an entire page 
to hiClBelf. It wt'la h eeded by a humorous drawing end consisted 
of jok t>B sent in by r at'l!lere of th e p ep er. Prizes of varying 
,.mounts wer o ewarded for ea ch item published end I must sey in 
e ll frirneee to th e senders, th e t maey of th e wisecracks -...ero 
very funey ind eed, worthy p erhaps, to rank with th e bes t of 
those to be fo,md in papers sp ecializing in humour. 

I will close this short review by saying th at it is e 
gr eo t pity th at "Th e Cap tain" WflS allowed to disapp ear from 
th e booket E>lls aft er it had Uved for only just over twenty 
ye a rs. It is E>n even gr eeter tregedy that its elder brother, 
the world frmous "Str , nd" magezine with its memori es of 
Sherlock Holmes , has :aeech ed the end of its long car eer. 

H..ROLD GUY DOBB. 
Next month. No.6 - The "Bulleey .. ( 1931-34) 

By Cedric H. Groombridge . 

(Thie s eri es s eems to be oreeting a lot of int erest. If t here 
is aey p eper you would like included, we will try Emd got th e 
det e . - H.L . ) 

CR.u'lGI: 07 ,JJD!lSSS: Mr . G. Gordon , l ate of Ledbroke Grov e,~l .1 0 
hr s moved to "Beynteg'', 203 New Ro~d, PorthcPWl, Glamorgan. 

I s:.u !OU l!'Enr.cffi'S~ Don-'"t-forge-t---r-coHeet-F~nt-esy--Piotion..- 1-
Lieta exchrulged . llenry J . H. Dertl ett, Pees Hill, Shipton 
Gorgo, Bridport , Dorset. 

:LHI'ED ffi«;,;t.'TLY: to complet e sets. No .13 Coll ectors• 
),!iece ll eey end lfo' e 7, 9 end 10 of th e Story Pape r Collector. 
Your pric e peid. ~. J. Southwey , P . O. Box 3, :aaaeonafield, 
cape Pr ovinc e, South Uric El. 

COLIN D.'.JNIS , 209 Mil e Cross Lon e , Norwich, ke en Ne lson Loei t a 
ole o collects p ost-c erds And ell kinc! e of photcgr epha of 
el ectric tn>ms. Cm oeyon e h olp • 



J.ll (lUOri ee end eug cati ons t o Robert Bl tho 
.------ 4 , Carl et on Roe ·, Holl aw,:,y, London. N, 7 , 

(}lot e .- !lot only Nels on LG~ devotees, but ~11 re s der e of the C .D. 
will be sorry t o beer th f't Bob Blythe ie f't pres ent in hoepit nl, 
having under @One en oper l' tion. "J:hey will b e pl eas ed t o hen r thst 
about the time he vms under goining his ord el' l, hi e first-b orn wee 
coming i.nt v th e worl d . Mo~her and son er e dvine well . C,o~tu 
1atione t o mother end f ethlll' , end f!ll.1Y you s oon b e home, Bob , t o 
nurs e y our offspring. 

M~•nwhil e , J eck l'lood hes help.ad t ,:, fill th e br eAch with en 
int er esti ng article. -_H .L. ) ________________ _ 

Nor so us:;;cr..,s EIJS'!':iCE: 

(clith ep ol og'_ee t o th e Deily Mirr or) 
By J ack ':/coll 

Eustace is o neme whic ~ doe s no t el wrye sugg est th e brigbt es 
of cherec t ers. The re eder instinctiv ely r ei;erd e t he b 2ar er cf 
the neme es someone who is likely t o b e somewhot "dim" ct beet, o 
et worst someone with th e out loo k on lif e of th e vi llei n of old 
time melqdr runs. 

Over the yea rs Edwy Searle s :ar:;ck:s h ne giv en us fo ur 
t ecee , so f ar P.B I hav e b een able t o de t ercine . 

Earli est of th em wee Eust eco Cavendish. Unfo!'tun s tely, I 
osse ss no s t or i es in which he figur es , but "f rom inf ol'l!lct i on 

r ec eiv ed" , es th e l aw wvuld put it, I gPth er t hr t h e W!'B e Union 
ec c 

t own "type" of gent le men cr ook, owing some kin sh i p t o th e noto ri o 
effi os, or th e B<iU-!llly famous Tdff . He does not, ho.,ever , s eem 

to have possessed the more ende oring <i"" li ties of Br ooks• s l ater 
cre eti one, Rupert 'Je ld o end NoimEn Con<iuest . Eustec e ClBde ·s ome 
eppea r eJ1ces in th e es rly Nels on Lees. 

Nert t o oppeer in t he page s of the Ne ls en Lee Libr r ry wee 
t Ace Corey, cousin of Relph Lesli Q Full wood, th e re fc l'l!le:l Knut 

of th e Remove. Cerey wee r n Oxford und er gre duet e who fled •from 
tbs polic e t o ovoid e manel cughter chc'r ge end , kidn eppi ng St Pnley 

l overing , a new E<et Hous e se ni or, came t o St . Fr enks ee 



~~~~·~~~~~-~~~~ 102 ~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

:; .F. ( 2nd s ... ri os) Uo . 110 "The Sc hool boy Rcpubli c u wns 
l l' t er r eo rint ed in Nv.455 with th o ser.,e titl e . 

j) .F. ( 1st s eri es ) · No. 708 "Th e Kidn npped Sch ool" was 
r ep rint ed i n th o seco nd s eri e s, No.441 <>s "Th e, Kidn opp ed 
Remov e". 

B.F. ( 2nd s eri es ) No .555. " Peril Cemp" wes r eprint ed from 
N'3ls on Lees ( 2nd N""' s eri es) No13.75 t o 77. "St.Fr ank ' s UnM,r 
Cl'nv e s, "The Opan .;..fr Her oe s" rnd "Peril Camp". 

B.F. (let B'3rie s) No.7l;l, "The New York !<lrstery" wee r e
print e d in the s ec ond seri es No . 4;!9 I' S "St .Fr "nk ' s on Br ofldwey' • 

B .F. ( 2nd s eries ) No . 619 "Th e Les gu e of Bulli es" hes I' 

follow -u p tal e in No .615, "The J;mpoetor of th e Fourth" . 
The s o (by R .,I .Comredo) wer e rewrit es of th o Coetl e t on 

s eries in th e N<tlscn Lee l'nd Gen during 1927. Th e s eri es wee 
con densed end turned out es on e story in th e Sch oo lboys• Pocko1 
Libr ory ( G.G.SwE'nn ) 4d . unde r th e titl e "Th e New Doy ot '"!eet
che at er" by EdWl'rd Thornt on ( s noth er E .S . D. pon-n ei, e) . 

B.F . (let s eri es ) l'lo.709 "Ph l'ntom Isl End" wes l ot er pub
li &hed in 2nd a eries No .447 I' S "Th o St.Fr ank's Cestoweys". 

B.F . (2n d a er ie s ) No. 244 "The Stuff t o Giv e ' Bm" is o 
rE'cing tele by E. S . Dr ooke. 

For th e benefit of E . S.B . "f l'ne", at Bob Blyth e 's r equ est 
I bBve mede e li s t of s ll I.fr. Br ooke• writi ng s at pr es ent known 
t o m" in the Union J eck Libr ery. Th es e inclu de f ee t ur ed ' 
characters such es Ne lson Lee & Nipp er , Eust s ce Cavendish and 
Rupert Wold o . 

These will epp oer in Next mont h ' s "Column". Th~nks t o t he 
courtesy of '"If fri ~nd John Show, ,. li s t of "Gem" titl es e.nd 
number s consid er ed by him t o b e th e work of E .S. B. ( ond Jo hn 
is some euthority) will a ls o b e gi ven. 

Fin elly, t o m£k -> up l eewey, her o is o t wo-month qu ot " of 
Ne ls on ·Lee tit l es, (o. s.) . 
351 ; The .l ~ l ana C<'mp' , )52 "Th e Coming of i.rchi e", 353 "Th .a 
Tri a ls of Archi e ", 354 "The 1..,:,ozing Inb eri t ence", 355 "The 
Lost Sch~l"!>oys", 356 "Th e New Pege - Doy'', 357 "Th e Fooling of 
I.rchie ", ;!56 "The, 1\ystery of HPndi' orth' a Pe ter'' , 359 "Th e Fun 
of the Fs ir", 360 "Yung Ching t he Chin ee" , ;!61 "The Yellow Grip" , 
;!62 "Ar chi e in Chinetown", 36:l "Th e Fri ends of Foo Chem" , ~ 
;!64 "Tho Horror of Del t on 'i/ood" , :!65 "Th e Dr ogqn ' s Fs ngs " , 
;!66 "Tho Sch oolboy Crus oe s", ;!67 "t,, go on Isl ~.nd", ;!68 "Th e 
Lord of th e Isl <'nd", ;!69 ·" Tho Eno:cy-Unknown" , 370 "The Cennib <' 
Hord e 371 "The lllc ck Invo de rs , 372 "Th e T err or fro m the Sky" , 
373 "The Secr et of th e Pir <'t e •s Cr·v o", 374 "The '.Ti ng ed Daliv or,>,r", 



.-------------1 03 -------
375 "Th& Gol d on itover" 376 "The Ki?J8dom of Wonder", 377 "The 
Lost Peopl e" , 378 "Th~ Riv ol Kings", 379 "The Invasion of New 
Angli c", 380 "Th o St orming of the Cfipit • l". 381 "Full wood•s 
Fortune", 382 "The ? ric e of Folly" , 383 "The Clu e of the Bent 
Spik e", 384 "Th e ?eyst ;,ry of the 6,10 LooFl", 385 "The Remove tc 
the Rescu e", 386 "Hendf ort h • e Minor" , 387 "The leyst ory of th e 
J,;dgemor e Hermit" , 388 "Tho Ridd l e of Demon• s Gep" • 

i,J->itIL FOOLS 

A Topic ol Revi:r,w of St. Frenk•s Sto ri es 
By J.P. Wood 

Topic eli ty wee alweys o keyn ot e of th e ol d boys• stories, 
end Edwy Seorl ee Br ooks gener ally sew t o 1 t that April let was 
col ebro t ed in due comedy s tyl e. J,t,,n;y end vllri ed, in f eet, 
wer e the adventur es of t ha St .Fronks l ode on this memort1bl e dai 
of th e yea r, end, n eed less t o edd, the juniors, end Edward 
Oswal d He.ndf ort h in perticut r r, wer e woll t o th e fore in ney 
jE'ping which waa perp etr ated . 

One of the ee rli est ot t hese se t>s ona b l e y arns vn,s .april 
Fool s , or The Schoo l With out Servsnts (o.s. 252). ~t this tim< 
St .Fr!'llks, ,d th oth er public sch ool s , wee f ee ling the draught 
cf th e ri se in th e cost of living .-ft er th e first :world wer, 
end the serv ents had gone on strik e r a the r t hAn accept th e 
g overnors' mee gre conces si ons . The chairman , Sir Roger Stone 
tri ed "t o pull o fes t one" by r ec ruiting o n ew st eff frcm 
London , but th e juniors wer e t oo r l ert add mede apr il Fools of 
th o n ewcomers by mee ti ng th em in coaches at Benningt on r nd 
thcll st r ending t hem f or th e night et th e Sou th View Hot el, . 
Cri sto we. Then the juniors, disguis ed es th e new servents, 
- ~•ared to St Fr anks and Ker.6-8 .olemnly wolc omed by Sir R~ 
who was not et oll pl eosed whan he realised his mist ake , 

Next we had the helidoy y ern in whichnNipper t urned th e 
t abl es on Christin e & Co. end sent th e Co ll ege Hous e Juniors 
off on $ wild goose chas e in s t ePd , when th e full party wee due 
et Lord Dorrimore •e home. Dorri e , t oo , en t ered into th e · 
epiri t of th e thing end t ook the l ods fi rst t o en o l d workhous 
i nat eed of to his home. !..11 turned out e ll right in the end., 
of cours e . (o .s. 304). 

Then came th e f ooling of .t.rchi e ( o.s . 357 ) in which th e 
l enguid new Removite h cd "t roub l e" with th e Monks $nd the 
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"gips ies" t ,ind tho Co l l ~goe ?.:<.>use 11rrg 11 ~:E's turn &d rg e inst th.(. 
Monks by Nipper raid the Fossils . Tho f oll o,iing y ee r, (O .S . 408 
BP,nd! orth 1,ns th e pr in cipPl figure in th o :.i>ril First h eppen
ingS. On holidcy in London, he wee " appnr en tly" mistak en for 
Nelson Lee end foun d hims elf inv estig nting what s eamed t o be a 
murder; 

Fooling th e School (o,s.5n ) wee in 1I1/f opini on th e best 
of Dll th a .t.pri l Fool series. It opened with young ':lilly 
Hvndf ortJ:\ setting th e whol e school by th e oers by putting ev 
cl ock ' in th e pl ece on one hour. This <'Udncious f ee t wee 
f ollowe d by th e arr ivel of 'J illi em Napol eon Br own<., th ~ futur e 
Fifth fom ceptrin, nnd st nlw,,rt of th o first ele vens, es sumed 
t he id entity of e f or oign potent r t o during his jo urn ey to the 
sch ool - getting ri d of th e princ e by t elling him a f enciful 
t ele of inf ectious illn ess et th o school. Then Browne pro
Cbeded t o "ins pect " St .Fr r nk's , giving r ll th e juni or s r he lf 
hOlid sy, g en br e lly ups etting th e curriculum ood n c,arly giving 
his old sch ool chum, Hor ace St ev "ns, hoe rt f e ilur e . 'JvGn when 
coni'ront ed with th e truth, Browne br ought Dr.St eff ord r ound to 
enjo yi ng th e jok e by th e oxorci se of th at f orc eful p er!l oru>li ty 
and charm of m,,nn or which wer e t o plac e him wall emong th o mos 
popular char ect ers et St.Fr enk's in th o yea rs which fc ll o'1ed . 

~pr il th o First eocured e bri ef montion in The St olen Pl P. 
( O. S , 565) in which Tod l!mdforth w~s bluffe d into b ali aving b e 
bad been l eft a l egncy 1,nd es e r esult he tri ed t o l ea se e 
London th el't re, But it was b f t t o th e Moor Vit'W girls to 
provi de th e second bc,st j ep ~ of el l. Returni ng from th o Sebo 
Shi p tour th ti Rcmovi t ee f ell r ead ily into th e gi rls' trnp and 
v,ere woll •n d truly j opad bofor& th ey r ea lised eft er a ll thet 
st.Fr ank's hed not become r girls' sch ool md the boys r e:,ovod 
t oe nee rby institution ( lat N. S. 152) . 

,.. Jrn -,er ly-hed-t>-tttgi-c-on:ii -ng-ffl'e- when- th e-
St .Fr ank' a Scouts s ent the r anch er Earl of Edgemor e ~nd "Skoet ' 
Ball ton searching for ·~olv es" on llennington lloor. Owing to 
th o mt>chinations of th o Earl's rivds for tho ea rld om, th e psi 
nearly mot t hdir deeths in th o tre ACharous boge in tho n eigh
bourh ood ( 2nd N .S ,63), Need l ess t o s ay, th e Removi t ~e ef f ect 
e t imely r escu o end ell ende d well. ;u, d b..,ro , too, IIIU8t end 
!J1'f reminisoenc Gs of j ep~s and scr epes on .april Fool s' Day , 



~------ Conducted bz: Herbert Lecloonb7 
Some of you know the story of .\..E .Clark e, fine ertiat of th e Megnet in it s ce rly deys , how ho diod whi l st actual ly e t work on e Grayfri ere picture, end how C .H. Chepmen was inet ru ct od to tok e over and 1.mi t ete Clerkc rs cl ose ly ee pos sibl e. ~one I feoilill.1' with th o ol d red covars know how w, ll h o succ ~eded. Now I wonder if enyono cen t oll mo in which number eppee r ed the l est of A.E.Cl er ko 's worl<. I f eol cert ein 110. 2'76 ,....s hie~ but !lo. }25 s eems to me to bo Chepmsn' 8 , so it would eppoer tc 1:ie between thos e two • 
And th at ' s ell I'v e got tc sey this month . ----------- --- --------------- ----1 

THE STORY CF "THE TOFF" (Pl'r t 2) 
lly J osophine Pacwn 

)IY first inetel.ment of the "St ory of the f off' 11 anded on e -~ppi.il.._110te...f=-that--wi -th-wbioh-i+-hed-etert Tr lbo t w e once more beck st St .Jim's, t his Ume ea P aobolership boy, with e chance to leed e ne,r lif e , keep on th o atra path, end 11 vo down tho paat . 
Tho norl st ory in thia seriea W88 Jlo.35} entitled "Seving Tel bot", e t ele of Levison end th e "Bl ad es of th e Fifth", Cutts & Co. 
Through e very gcneroua action to,mrds Levison wbo h8d been e epi t eful on01!\Y, th o Taf f ge i nod c new fr iend , end when I Levison finds he is t>ble to ho l p Tt>l bot he is not found lacldngl. Trash.em, one ot the cronies of Cutts & Co. end treelNl'Sl r 
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of the Footb r ll Clu b , r ttempts, ey meens of ~ f els e t ele of 
robbery , to c ov er up his own theft of the Club's f'unds and 

throw th e blamo on to t~e Toff. 
The firs t intim ation of thore being r thief in the School 

House wee th e loss of r 10/- note from aore•s stud3, end the 
very feet of Ta lbot slw rlng the seme stud3 h e wee N'turall,y 

the first to be suapeotod. When Tr esham reported th e loss' of 
£12 from his desk it wtts o fo~ne conclusion that the Toff 
would be bl ttmed . But Leviso n , who hed hfld shedy deelinga wit~ 
the J'ifth F ormere,hcd o very- shrewd ido <' " s to whore the money 
hsd gone end who bed been the reel cul prit, and he sew his 
chenoe now t o repey th e Toff for his kindly action which hPd 
s evod him from "'!:ho s ook'' • 

Levison discovers whor e Tr esham h rd planted Gor e •s note 
Pmongst Talbot's belongings nnd , ey meens of hl.s own peculi Pr 
meth cds, r e-pl r nts th o evid <.nce on Tr cshom . Thus, when e 
seerch i s ord ered , the re r l culprit is disoovored. 

The f o ll o.:!ng week's st ory, No.356, is cell ed "Ccptured 
b;y Cypher" end ills o h r s Levison we ll to th e fore. 

It is P rrth er ingonious t ele of r s e cret cyph er being 
chelkod on the front door of the School Bouse, by Hookey ;/"t'lk e , 
e m ... be r of th e old Angel Alley eang who bed esc eped from 
priaon. Be U8ed thi s method of coomunicetion to thr ea ten tha 
Toff with d ea th if th e bo y did not h elp him to hid e from the 
police • 

..J.l the fellows Pre intrigued by this iqyst erious cyph er, 
but Levi s on ie th e only one t o find out its tru e meaning end , 
on discovering th e socret of the cyph er end what it meAnB t o 
Tel bot, h e og <'in pi ts his own p eculiar w1 ts rg ainst the ene my, 
r esulting in th e capture of Bookey 'la lkor . 

Truly the Toff hPd f ound e trien d in Levisonl .lfte r e 

- gep of e few weeke-eno -tber -of- the old gsng dascenda upon :tha 

achool bent on th eft-, none other then .John Rivers, the re el 
leader of them ell1 l'nd i n Gem No.358, "Telbot • e Tri~h", 
o r ee lly oxoellent story- is writton of the Toff•e strugg l e 
betwo .en loy el ty- t o his old comr ode s and l oye lty to the naw. 

Rivers, or the "Prof e ss or'' re he is call ed , comes t o th o 
aeb ool ss "Mr. Peckingto n" th e new scienc e mester , wt. in suel 

disguise that Telboot As not sur e if his suspicions · resarding 

the naw mester er e oo=ec t . 
r.tr.Peold:ngton proceeds to make frienda wi.th Glyn, ono of 

the weal thicst boys Pt the ·school, and evontue.lly goes on " 



107 . ~ vi s i t to Glyn I s h cu.~o f or th e w~ek - Gnd. J:'" 

Tolb ot do es not kn ow whni to expe ct but f ee rs th e worst, 
end when Glyn reports that a burglary has occurred et hie home 
he confr onts the Professor s nd demands that th e stol en proper 
should be r e turn ed end the Pr ofess or to l ea v e th e school. 

· By a tri ck, Riv ers entices Tdbot down to th e ol d vaults 
where th e unf ortun et e c oy is stunned and loft ti ed up, whi'l e the 
Prof essor prepared to make en onslaught on th e Read• e eefe and ' 
th en depart fro m th e sch ool. 

Now, Skimpol e had b ee n using the va ult f or a workshop. e nd 
he t>rrives that ni gh t in tim e t o releese Talbot end enable him 
t o return to th e school t o denowice th e Professor who is C "'J)
ture d . Rivers, howev er, threatens th e Toff f or "giving away 
Eln old pal" end s ays "th at no look ha d be= made which coul d 
hol d him", P r emark whi ch proved t o be Only too true, and Wl'B 

t o csuse th e Toff much misery in th e near futur e. 
Gem No . 359 cont ai ne d quite a happy little st ory entitl e d 

"Telb ot•e Christm as". The usu al cr owd of friends are invit ed 
to Tom Merry 's home, Leurel Vill a, for the Christ mas Holiday, 
end Telbot is t eken a l ong with them. 

The two f ags , Welly D ' Arcy and J oe Fri,yn e Eir e -Pnn oyed et 
being loft out of th e perty end decide t o "c ,-mp out" near a t 
hand in a ruined tower . 

Being th e first war-tim e Christmse tal e , the inevitable 
spy is tracked d own and caught by th e St.Jim's boy s , a nd a gooc 
tim e is had by ell. This , :,-.em, no doubt owing 'to its spy _ 
el ement and mention o f co n ce ntration camps , was omitt ed from 
th e reprints. 

Ue come ncr., t o the set of thre e stori es, which I think er 
consi de red to be th o best of a ver.y . good p e riod, wherein the 
Toff hes hi s final struggl e t o r emain str a ight and to break 
with th e black 1>ast onc e end for <>ll . 

Tho first et or.y is in Gem No.3bl entitled "The Cell of th , 
Pest" end r el a tes in " very dramatic manner how John Rivers 
returns t o th e vicinity of th e sch oo l in a l est e1;tempt to 
reason with the Toff end entice him beck to th e old gang. 

To help him in his purpos e he inst e le his daughter . Mario 
in th e ech col e s e nurse during en influenza epidemic, thus 
ensuring th at Ta lbot would not betray him e s it would mee n 
b e treying ME>rl e cs well. · 

Mari o 's teak is t o use her training es e pi .ckpocket, end 
e le o t o renew h er old fri endship with tbs T ott in order to 
t ~rnnt him b eck t o th o old gE'lllet but ~l e e for the Profess or • e 
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. s c hemes , th e . nEI\': surroundings rnd th e T;,ff ·• s i nf lu enc e w·ork r 
oheng e in Mrri e ' s outl ook r nd she refuses to h el p her f c th er 
eiIT l,qnger • . But th e Professor h :<e no ' intention of girtng up 
bis ~flD8 .so el's il3' . M d in ':lihe 'aecond st ory of this tri o , Gem 
No.362, it i s eh ~wn how t he ~>;f>ckam11n's wily schem es to ge t 
the .Toft once . mer e in to his power work out. T'1lb ot is kidnBpp•d 
whilst on his wcy t o" f ootb t>ll .m,,tch, t eke n t o London end kep~ 
e pris oZ¥Or • . tlermrhil o , th e Prote,sor br ee ks into th e sch ool , 
b~l._es the Hevd • e s ef.e , end l ee ves behind evi den 9e which he 
knowa will c tlus e th e Tott t o besuepected, ell'peo i ali,, When th e 
QDfurtwlllt e bCJ7 f f>i]J3 t o return to th e sch ool. Aft er being · 
kept e pri so ner for som~ d eys, Tlllbot is all owed' t o escape , b,; t 
e l s e, on reaching St.Jim' -s, tir ed snd . ei<heust ed through l ack c 
f oOli :end ,without mcney, he i .11 gr ee ted with · sc orn end c ond e!llllll
Uon from llll en d is "Cast Out from th e Schoel" es e h e'rdened 
tia et ~th the ,p oJ.j.ce tµready in pur814t. 

Only one juni or r emains f aithful t o the Toff, end he is 
Tom !le rry who h<1s 11l weys be liev ed strongi,, in th e .Tott. · 

Tom l ee v os the school durin ; th e ni ght t o se ek ou t Tlllbo1b 
knowing full weU . tha -t th e bCJ7 coul d not h ~ve gone fer , ·fl!ld, 
t~ him, ee 11Uree th e Tot£ that he will find out th e truth . 

, . The l e st of this series is written in t:rui,, dra:netic 
etyl.e, ebowill,g ,ho ,. .Tan keep fl his word end, by wei tillg up ea ch 
night, ti ~l which is sbered by bis two fri ends Me.nners end 
' towther, is ev.n~l lT eb'.!,e t o effect the cepturo of J ohn 
ru.vere who b ed by; no mef\ns f inishe d plundering the sch ool. 

The Profess or ref us es t o confe ss t o th e ePrli er robbery , 
end ie lock <id in the pUnishm ent room, but Tom !!leans to fo rc e 
th e ,t ruth out of him; but whil e th e thr ee chUlllB llr e mrudng 
th eir wsy t o th e prisoner, they int errup~ anoth er intruder , 
who this tim e turns out t o 1,,a_. MBrl e Ri.vers • 

....._ ___ .,.,~d- lcncwn-her~e=intend ed.ns ki ng--sno th-..r-e ttompt" ,..... 
t o onter ·the aohool 11nd wante d t o prev=t him .doillg this . 

The 1'Uniore wc,r o ~stounde d when t.hey knew t)l e t .ruth : ebou1 
Meri e , but th ey knew tbet Talbot wee innocent ) end that Merie 
must induce her fether ' to · t ell th o trqt4 1 - . • 

In th e cmd the Prote11sor · wae ; forc~d , t o r eve~ l - the ,,bo le 
st ory, but for l,l,iri <Jllli aeke, after 8~ e co~e1111i9n, pa 
wes e ll owea t o oace'p e. . - ( . 

' The importa nt thiz!g now for Dr . Holms8 .7'88 t .o f.ind Ta l bo t 
end r<>11tore him" l; o ' hill oJ:d pl:ece in th e sch oo l with I\OMur, 

.but mtiey dcy 8_ pB!il!lfd and th ~ T,;Jff wp,a not found • . ..It ~ 8 so 
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~eay f .>r ono p ,,ra cn t o <li at>ppe..r moong th e teeming milli ons 1n London Hher e it wee knQwn the Tott hod gone . 

I thi.nlt moat of ou.r readers know th e · ~ ot this eto17 • how Tom ldeny end hie two clmmli went t o Lon4on end sea:rahed. to 
their old friand1 how th97 found him starring ead ~ en broU8ht him b eck to St Jim'•1 and how, t1fter e grim straggle, 
with death v ery near, th a Toft pulled tJiroush end f aced a 
bri&ht "nd hBppy future,- t or who could doubt that he wee erJT
thing bllt true blu e after suffering to keep hie honoar un- · 
et f'ined , helped by hie fri end Tom who. remained "Lo:, <rl to 'tJie . 
~~ • I 

The next yt,rn in which th e Toft 111 well t o the · fore, is 
once more (l ....,r-tim e tole, es ere quite f' few of the more in
teresting ones ebout the effeirll of Talbot. · 

In "The St..Jiul's Recrait", a- Io.~, llr.Reilton jo1- ' up re Private Reilton end ho hf'B no les11 r person e s " fellc,,r 
pri vete th en John Rivers, the reetwhile creckem en . 'l'he Tott, 
ever willi~ t o h elp even hie woret en9111J • beliffee tb:e Profess or when h a ee:,e that he hrs kept hill promise medo to 
Dr.Holmes when al l e,..od t o escepe, th " t h o wc:cld reform, end t bo:, feels thet hie old eneqr ·shoul d be given , hie chsnce to 
redeem the peat, end, in tboee wer-time d~ of long ~ 1 t 
easi er for r IDN1 t o change hie name f'nd enl.iet, then .;1.t 1e now 

There f're, of oouree, ID8l17 other incidents in 1:ld.s eto:ry, 
f'B Tom Meny & Co. feel thet it ie onl:, eno ther trick of t~ 
Professor' e, but in the end, the., too ere OOllri.nced • end the Pr<,feae or, as Priv ot e J ohn Brown, depa rts with Mr.RP.!.lton t o 
the seat of wer. 

J.f ter th.1.a yern the re ia quite e long time b~ore another re f'l Tf'lbot st ory ill pre11ented, other thrn the Toft being _ 
menti on ed e a .. eubeidier:, oheraoter. Some ret1dere bed others 

heir...i'.e..Yourl.tea..-ao....of-COU1We-llad--to-be-e&tered,:..£ ~ 
I hr v e e cop:, of the Spring Dopble NUmber- of .1915, No.}75 

c e lled ''\Vinning Hie SplUT'. Thie maber hr.11. 79r:, ealdom been mentione<l, in feet onl:, once heve I come Boroea ·en:r mention 
of it et e ll, end that onl:, quite r eoantl:, . 

It ia an axcellont stor:, •· wr1 tten . on e ..,.....,. 11qnt,re - one m.gbt o:i.o at e07 melenohol:, note - but ends beJ>pil:, , ee of 
course ell th ese 11torJ.ea do. It 1• f~r too lODg tor me to wen try to INIIIIDBrl.H. I can onl:, ee:, th a t 1 t deele wi~ the 
Tott •e ef t o rte on beht>lt. of enother ~ of, the old geqr, 
th1e tiul e Hoolte:, "IPl.ker who hPe decided at ll'11t that ,"orime doee not a · <md went11. t o emigrPte t o Cenr,d<1. , ' 
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trow in t hc,se df'.ys it V/1'8 qui t o e'esy fo r c 1D£.n t o go by 
steernge to Coruida 'for quit e ·a smell sum of IDOney , but Talbot 
hes retb er e s trueg lt e t o find sufficient evon fo r t hat purp os , 
Unfortunatel,y his eff orts to help Hookey Walker r esult in e 
break with Tom Merry who f ee ls th a t Talbot is doing wrong, but 
Levison comes t o his aid end r epays some money which Talbot 
bad l oaned him acme tim e bef or e . The r esult of t aking this 
money t o Hockey during the ni gh t is th,.t Talbot mee ts a IDPn 
who i s acting somewhat suspici ousl,y on th e moors. 

For several ni ghts Talbo t l eave s th e sch ool in an effort 
t o find out what this men is r ea ll,y doing, but Tom Merry 
imagines be has gone t o meet some of th e old gsng , end et l ast 
even though th e two juniors have ceased t o be fri ends, one 
ni~t ho f ollows Tal bot and learns the truth. The inevit ab l e 
rec oncili at i on f ollows and they set out t ogether t o effect the 
c apture of yet anoth er G0rman spy. 

The three foll owing st ori es in Nos .376, 377 and 378 dea l 
with t he furth er adventur es of Ta lb ot and intro duc e ye t anoth 
of t he Angel All ey gang , one Tick;r TE>pp who bed beon s een 
eroun d the sch ool bef or e. 

Gore ge ts himself int o tr ouble thr ou;rh this msn end Te lb o 
comes t o the r escu e. 

I em' ef r s i d I cennot f ee l very ~n thusi astic about t his 
particul ar episode E>s' I think it i s rather a l ittl e t oo f er
f e tc hed l ooked et fro m en edult angl e , but p f coure e th e whole 
series wes well up t o th e 'Jismilton St anderd. 

(c ontinued) 

l.lliGNET TITLES (Cont d .) 
179 Eob Cherry in Search of his Fath er , 180 A Schoolbcy• s 
cross- Roads, 181 Saved fro m Disgr ace , 182 The Cock of th e "ialk, 

~,-±84-'l!h 9--School.boy ltt J J ionei re,-185 -Tha...Slacker .. -
186 The Only 'Jay , 187 Driven t o th e ~/ell, 188 Ashamed of hi ~ 
Fath er, 189 Sent t o Coven try, 190 Tha Outlsws of th e School, 
191 .:.n Ungret eful Son, 192 Footb ell F oos!, 19~'_.:. Schoolbo _y•s 
s sc rif1c e, 194 By Shoer Grit!. 195 The Bull,y's Chanc o, 
196 ,For th e Honour of his Chum, 197 Hi s Les t Match, 198 The 
Sto l en Cup, 199 The Downfell of th e Fi f th. 200 :ling et e •s Foll,y, 
201 The Duffer's Return , 202 ..gainst bis Fa thor's '\'l'ish , 
203 ~·Ey Order of the Form'', 204 The Parti ng of th e 'Ja ys , 
205 'The Duff er's Doubl e , 2o6 3o lsover•s Erotb, er, 207 The 
Schoolboy ·Moneylender, 208 Te,ip t edJ _but Tru e ll 209 The Schoolbo 
Minstr el s , 210 Eols over' s l!inoi" s "'°et . Sec rif oe . , · 



Greenwich Meeting, MElrch 19th, 1950 

1,. grand must er of twenty members ea eembled e t the home 
Charli e ':/right on th e occ asion of the ll.qrch Monthly f.leetillg 
Telegrams fr om Herr,y Homer end R·. E . llrown, · letters from -
F .Keelillg and Hylton Fl etmen, end ~ -post-c ard from Eth e l Le 
sil!lounced UJlSvoidebl e non-att endance. 

The ch eirmBn opened the meeting in hie ueual good etyl 
the minutes of . the previous meeting were reed ~nd etenad. 
Then f e ll owed every l engtby c orrespondenc e r eed first by t 
e acretery and then by th e chairmen. Most of thie reeultiDB 
from the rec ant "Leeder" megflzin a article. There were B9!,e 
hi ghlig hts in this mail of th e month end amongst th es e we;re 
two l ett ers from Senor Victor J. Gonz el ez of Las P~l.JnE>s, .Ce 
Isl ands and which were writt en in perfect English. Thie . g, 
man ie e very k een dev ot ee of Fr enk Rich erds end it is t o l: 
h oped thet h e bec omes e member of th e club. No t such e goc 
letter wee th e ona th e chPirmen ree d from Bob Blythe, end t 
good wiehee of ell the members present go out to Bob f ore 
sp <,edy r ecovery and -the resumption of his. g ood articles in 
Nels on Lee column. The cbBirmen th en p%'9Posed e vote of tl 
t o the se cretary on his good work of the pest month in de ll] 
with the vast amount of correspondence. 

The tre e surer• s rep ort came next end e sound fin i>ncial 
pcsi tion wee given in e cl ea r concise wey. He to o was ths i 
f or hie end eavours on the prop osa l of the ch airm en. 

The popul arity of th e club' s CTested ststion ~ry . hes we 
out th e woodcut en d , in view of ev en gr e E>ter demands f or ti 
attractive not e er es ecielly Jl9W thE't our northern col· 
le agues er e gettillg together, t wee dec i ded to obff ii'ltWO' 
quotations f or e met al bl ock:. This wee left in J .Geel' s ei 
R.Whi t ar• e capabl e hands. The siz e of th e new block to be 
thirds th et of the old one. Post el provincial members are 
a sk ed f or th eiJ' kind indulgenc e in the d aley of th eir sher 
of st ationery. These will b e f orwarde d on as soo n es the 

block comes to_ .hend. ,_. L • • ~ L . L--~ __ _ __ ..__ T-- ,., _ ft,,,,,D 
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be st ctcd t hat our chd:rm r n , Len Peckmr n, hol ds " ri de of pl ec6 
os he hos won most of th e popul er competitions end shews th ct 
h e i s o groet authority on the bobby . 

In view of th e r ecent controversy about Thomson l!ouse , 
J)undee , boys' story papers, a coup l e of l e tt ers from 11:elm"n D. 
Frost, who h • s written enoeymously most of th e s t ori es in th oir 
periodicals, prov oked gre et interest. This gentleman intends 
t o beccma o member of th e club end i t will be v ery int er esting 
to Me r end l eern his views. 

The s ol o end exchange plus th o soci al get -t ogethe r f oll owe 
end sub jects of int er es t for future meet i ngs wer e discuss ed. 
The excel l ent c at ering orr engements were in the c apable hands 
of Olive Wri ght end her willing b end of l Bdy es sist ents. . 

NE!li' members of th e club ere C. Vennimore, R.C. Long, R.Jone , 
R.J. Godesve , R.E .Brown, and E.Bligh t. 

The naxt m~&ting wi ll be held on Sunday April 16th ot 
Hume House, L:>r dship Lene , East Dulwich, London, S.E.22. 

Forthc oming attraction, the vic e-pr es i den t, Rerb ort Leckenby, 
will be w1 th us in Se1>tember. j 

..l.tt<1ndence: A..llllmden , I.17h1tmor o , E.Royno l ds , C.Vennimor e , 
R. ond li.. Deecon, Len, Josie E'nd El ee nor Pr.ckm!:!n, R.Southwood, 
P.Podro , C.Welli s, a .Young, W.Lsweon, R.GodsPVe , J . end Mrs. 
Geel, R. ~ B. Whiter , C. and O. Wri ght. 

• BENJAMIN G • '7l!l'l'ER. 

Old Boys• Book Club 

Northern Brt>nch 

Ste ady pro gr ess is being mede towards f orming e Northern 
Branch. An adve r tisement "" s insert ed in th o Yorkshir e Ev 
Post, which br ough t severa l enquiri es . ;,. roo m hes been f ound 

ch woald be avei lable on oither-th"e'"-set:-on~ 
Seturdey in eecb month, end it is hop ed t o orr enge th e first 
meeting sh ortly. Woul d onyon a Mio has not alr eady done so , 
but is interested , pl eese get i n t ouch with W. F. Sawyer, 
1zg_Ternside Driv e , Seacroft, Leeds, ot onc e? -- - ----

INVITATION TO DE...I.mS .JID COLLilM'ORS: "ient cd , pe rc els of 
Megnete, o l d end new, on appr oval. Deposi t f orwer ded in advanc e 
if required , (to C.D. subscri be rs ) . Unret a ined copi es , 
romittance end p ost eg e returned.promptly . J .Wel sh , 345 St snl 
Road , Kirkd el e, Liverpoo l, 20. 



QUili'11ION JU\ll 1.1:::nF..rl CORilER 

ht.r¥ 1s thG A.nswor. 
In bis query an ent "The Socialist Girl", ll!r. B.'.7 .Fenne ll 

voic &s one of th e llij'Steries of the Victorian Pellll¥ Dr ~adful, 
At th e conclusion of "The l-'.erry ':Ii ves of London" a sequ el 

d~eli n.; with t he furth er iniquitous adventures of L~ura -Bell 
und er th e titl e of "The Socialist Girl" was announc ed, but 
th t ro i s no r ecord that it wss proceeded with, 

As numerous copies of "The Merry , Ii ves of London" have 
survive d , it is logicel to assume that th e s equel, hed it b ee n 
published, would have survived also, but no copy or even e 
solitary penny number is knoWn to exist snd,whst is svrm more 
significant, no adverts off erine th e book for sal e can be 
trec ~d in th e Sale end Exchange columns of oth er Victorian 
papers. It -is ba r ely possibl e that a few numbers did spp ee r, 
but I am morally c ~rtain that the story \>BS nev er compl eted. 

J OEN t.CDCRAFT, Ilford. 

Cen J,;eyona Ta ll? 
I am of th e opinion thet Charlton Los, th o talented suthp 

of many Aldin e Dick Turpin, Claud e Duvel, Spring Heeled Jack 
end oth er stori es, whGn a young author on th e staff of Char l es 
Fox around 1880-90, wrot e the rehashed versiona of "Swe eney 
Todd" and "Spring Hoe l ed Jack.", Can sn;yon e pr oduce more 
definite information in support or dis;,roof of this contention 

J • MEDCR..I\ET • 

Snould be gr ateful for details of any stories of St .Uduelph 
Schoo l in th e Diamond Library, 

1?, STURDY, l.'i ddl esbrough 

'ii, .lflm : ill beck numbers of Coll ectors• Digest. !.lso Annua-le 
Bil l Martin, 93 Hillside, Stonebridg e Perk, London, N.W.1 0 . 

~: Compl et e works of Gunby Hedett. I also ss John Mowbrs
up to 1948. About 60 books, 4/o eac h , inclu ding postage. 
Titl es on requ est. Good conditi on, !IIBl'I.)' autographed. 
J..J .southwey, P .O. Box 3, Beaconsfi eld, Cso e Pr ovince, 
South .:.frice. 
~: t lsgn ets 1169 to 1174; 1175 to 1185; 1191 to 11941 
1050 to 1052. John Robyns, 41 Frier Road , Brighton, 6. 
,C~ =TED ur,GJ:lTLY: Your pric e pai d . Gems 819 end 946. Lsonard 
PScWWWn, 21 Jcbd el e Road , East Dulm.ch, London, S.E.22 . 



. Tack of hl l Trad es Comee With th e Spring 

lndsr Harb ert Leckenby, 
February 28t h, 1950 . 

olar.y tha nks for the C .D. I had quit e a 
jump when I sew th e pictur e on th e cover, - "11ich I re ,nemb or 
from over so many y osre ago . I could not make out th e date on 
it; but surely, like "fs verl ey , •ti e sixty years ainc e l Or mer 
than thet. I r ecall reeding th e stor.r a t th e tim e , and r emembe 
e wild midnight ri de , and an ostler who push ed into th e fr&y 
with e pitchfork, end oth er such thrilling incid ents . I wonder 
how maey of th e original reed crs of that ol d number ar e still 
going strong! 

This one , a t a ll events , is goi ng full st eam ahoad, 
"r.rn wood" has met eri s lis ed ct l ast : I eont y ou a copy th e othe 
dey, e e I thought you might lik e t o eoe it. "High iu,m e" comes 

1-~ • et the s eme t ime . Howwer my chi ef int erest et tha -- ·- --
tim e is in my ne,v cha r act er, "J eck of ~l Tr ade s" , who will bo 
With us, like the flow ers, in th e spring . I lik ., J eck ao much 
myself , th et I shoul d be t r emendously e l a t ed if th e verdict 
should be , as in th o old song, "Th ey a ll lo ve J eck"! 

I lik ed Eric Fayn e • s Prt icl a on "Bossi e" Vd ry much in doe d. 
I em gl ed th et y ou edded your not e tha t C.H. m>s not r eeponsibl 
for tho inconsist enci es. It wee nows to mo that Miss Bell ew we. 
merried, and I had nev er heard of ttr.H srtley : so really I 
coul dn • t b e exp ect ed to h ev~ it a t th at . 

r1ith kind r ege rds, ..J.w•ys your s sinc er ely , 
FR~·•K RICH:.rois. 
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Tdbo t . to th e Foro : 

~erch 11th , 1950 . 
Deer Herb ert Leokenby-, 

Tha nk< for th e C.D. t o hand, - es good es eve r. I was 
spoci &l ly- int ere st ed in the c rtic l e on t he "Toff" by- J ol\epl\ine 
Pe ckman, end she ll look forw ard to whet is t o follow in l a ter 
C .D • s. It is curi ous th a t I heve hed e gr ee t many- l e tt ers on 
th e subject of Ta lbot, asking for him to b e gi ven e show in th 
Tom Merry- boo ks : end so I em f eaturi ng this ch aracter in th e 
book which V!ill b& publish ed in September. At the moment .it 
is in e sk etchy s t a t e . · 

I lik ed t he crtic l e in th e Leade r very- much ind eed . One 
or two trifling erro r s don 't emcunt to much, in e pi ece of v ery
fin e writing. I wee int er es ted t oo in your r eproductio n on th e 
cover of "Ilri tish Boys ". I well r emEDDber th e first number 
comiilt( out, t hough it does n't s eem so long ago as 1896. I wee 
quite e young cutho r in those deys, - in f eo t only- fiv o of s ix 
y ears ol d ,u ct ori r lly- : 

':iith kind r egards , !.uweys yours sincerely-, 
FR!,NK nIClliJlDS • 

-,,, 0 •11 Coll ect " Hotspurs" in 1990? 
Se acroft, Leeds. 

19/3/50. 
Dee r l,;ditor, 

Pr osent dey pape rs lik o th e Hot spur conno t 6omp, r e with 
th<> Magnet , ll~lso n Lee , Union Jec k end othe rs of yest e ry-eor . 
Thoy hav e no intim acy, no ch cract er drawing , and th o "'1thors 
er e hiddon behin d sn "Iron curt C1in". 

14Y son of 15 tak es a mil d int er est in th em, but he s imply
de vours e Bunt er book end is es happy rs o s endboy if h e ge ts 

~ -+-,,.ITTTt-nf-&-tll'gn~-t-,-~~~~~ ~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~- ~~ 
I cannot fo r th e lif e of me pictur e him or ~one e ls e 

sc our ing th e ee rt h for back numbers of th e Hotspur forty 
y es re on. Yours · sincerely-, 

r; . F. SA!IYER. 
(Th et: s to the point, cny-wcy. - H.L _. ~) __ _ 

v:J ll'ED: Sch oolboys• O:vn LibrPri es f er turing Gr ey-friars, 1/6 
to 3/- &acb of f ~red 'ac cording t o ~ge. Ilill ME>:i;tin, 93 Hillsid e , 
Stone bri dge Pork, London, !I .:I . 10. . I 
: . ...;;rw Fi l.ms , Pho t ogrcphs , of PE.\RL ';IBITE. R,oby-ns, 41 Fri a r Rd. , 
~ on,6. I 



1.1.X .PmllF.RTON 

To the ol dor gen er ation of coll ectore the announc ement in 
th e Nati onsl Press end el s o on t he B ,ll ,C, pr ogramncs of the 
dea th of lder Pembert on anoth er link ·.vi th th e past has been 
s ever ed . 

September 11th 1892 sew th e ol d es t ablish ed hous e of 
Cassell, of th e Delle Seuvage, publish No .l of e now boys• 
pap er which wes c• ll ed "Chums". A young London j ournslist by 
th e neme of Mer Pembert on was inst all ed es first edi tor . After 
air months M8r Pembert on gev e t o the boys e f eas t of good 
fiction in his "Th~ Iron Pir et e" ·Nh1ch ..-as writt en in seri al 
f orm, But poor circul ation ,..,es t he ceus o cf lw resigning 
th e edito rship, Hcwevor, the pap er t ook on e good l ease of 
lif e end l a t er we find anot her st ory by th e first editor. "The 
Sea Wol ves " which was written in 1894, On~ y eer l et er he h ad 
"The Impregne e "ftj"printed . In I90 r"P~ff~ 
Fath erl and") eppesr ed and this brought him f eme es it dee l t with 
th e Chennel Tunnel sch eme end th e vari ous controve rsi es as s oci 
ated with it. Ot her outl ets f or hi s pro lific pe n wer e st ori es ! 
f or th e s tren d Mt>g11zine, although strictly s-oeaki ng not an old 
boys paper but publi shed by the "Capt ain" publis here, viz. 
George Nawnes, Strangely onough , coin ci dinf; w1 th l1sx Pemberton ' • 
demise, .th e "Strond " magazine .enn ounc ed ;I.ts own swan song, a 1 
victim no doubt t o th e changing tim es, as seve r al ol d boys ' 
pa 1>er& know t o th eir cost, 

J..nd s o we ol der boys say f ar ewell to a brilliant writer . 
• J : G 'll!ITER . 



Pi l letters , ma nuscripts, etc to be addr es sed to the 
Editor of Bl akiana Section :- H. li . Bcmd, 10 J::r\', wen , 
ro,i\vbina , Car diff . 

--------------------------------------------------------------
THE RotmD TABLE. APRIL 1950 . 

During the l a st feu \",eeks I have recei v ed some 
very int ere c ting l ett ers .from re ad ers, some a f thee new 
and a feu old friends n ho have follo ~ ed our populi,r sle tth 
since th eir boyhood da ys . Up until no'\ 7 most of my chat 
has been t nl~en up \"Ji.th other matters btrt I think t hc.t it 
i s e.bou t til!'.e th nt I rnClde the fe a ture more fitting to it • s 
titl e , c ?n so , for thi~ i s sue I propose to print so me 
of the more intere sting itEms ~!hi.ch my correa , onderrts ha vo 
mentioned i n t h eir letters, I hop e that thi s " T.'l.ll foster 

_cl_ o.s.e:c....l.ink.s_h«t..ua e.n...r.oad.e r. s. __Th_ e_atlginal_U . J ......!!.ao=L<L - 4 
T£!.ble 11 ·ens .fe.mou s f or it's present c.tion of "l etters f"rom 
re ,,.ders" a nd I thi:,Jc that a revival of this , Till be more 
than welcooe to t hose "\"Oho t&ke the hobby oeriou:uy . · 

Lir . Le onard All on of 3 , ~ ontgomory Drive, Sheffie l d 7 . 
has se ,Tt a long a very fine little article entitled 'The 
Ca se Of Sexton BJ.aka and the T itle" ·:lhich you• ,il l all · b o 
re a ding shortly . In hi s occ ompanying l otter ho u ontio n s 
t ha:t hi s f,wourite aut hor is Robort Liurray trl.th l..:dt:o/ Sos rlo • 
Ilrooks foll o, ·ing closely . ;-fo goos on to oo.y,- • 

'-Tho Con iod cratio n y:trns, first re r~d fro m 1 9 18 on Y.ar d J 

left a =. r k od il:lp ro s sio n a nd I uu s ub l o to obtain the 



The Rount TE! blo ( continued) . 
reprints a couplo of year s :,go, dorivi~g just a s much pl oa.s
uro fron them , exc ept the finD.l yarn l".hich clo nr cd LJ&ttors 30 
quickly • . Reoocber , to o , see i ng n s ilent film, around 1920, 
in v,hich l r. Reoco 1·,e.s pitted a f'J'.inst Blak e a nd Tinker , titlo 
7JaS 1'1'he ?????? Lir.er l-Iystory" . It \":'Us ~l<rr.n at , tJhat is 
no"t7, the ~ld ost p i ctur e house in the city. I rtill p rob ably 
sur pr ise you rd.th rzy f avourite crtist •••.•• . ~od Bennett . 
His · cnre l oss style still int r igues me, ::clt ho u!#l I o ust t1dm. t 
that Br i c R. Pr.rker ' a present 11ork is exc ell etrt des,ite the 
f a ct that very often the s.n.t . 7d Librar y cov er illustr !\ti on, 
do not fit r.ny pv.rticul nr inciden t s in tho st ori es . I have 
ono in rJind ••• ?!o. 161 ( 3rd series) , "l'he Inco u o To.x Consp-
ir acy" by Anth ony Pur sons . furin g hi s l ong career El o.ke 
, .cs con necte d wi th :U.r.:o st evoryt !1ing, fil.J:ls, sta ge , rc.dio, 
irrter nr!t i onal intrigue and so on ••. r noticed t hat, ,•.\th tho 
out break of 7/ol"ld ITar II and the p r osp eet o f lo ng ho urs in 
Air - Ra i d She lt ers t he A. P . i nt roduced a ne ·:, card gar.,e on the 
' cop s and robbers' th ea e cn.lled ~ o:: 3LAKE. :!over sa t: one 
cy-sel f, but \"iOnder if any f ell ou coll ecto r ,;till ha s a pack 
and p l eys the g:s::,e. Do you think a de sc r i pti on o f t he guu e 
,,ith t he char e.et ors, l'lould fo rT.l an int orosting ar ticle fo r 
Bl ak ia..'lB.i" 

YI:S, iJ:l . ALLEN, I rn sure everyon e ro ul d lik e to have 
fu ll er det •>.ils of t hat intrigui ng Bl ake ca r d g::,;:o . I ··.ondo r 
if' ~.r:y oth er 'r e:1der s rec all it? I r.::ust conf es s t hat I hf'.VC 
never had a p..:'lck, but · 'Oul d very r:rnc.li li.ko to . .And · 110.t do 
you other s think of Fred 3e!1..11ett a s n f ::.v o:.Jrit e a ut hor . I 
,:1ould li ke to have letters a.boui:. f a~.,ourit o artists . 

-1---- -"·'.e~~ d_i.to..l.rno_s_b,r tavour:ite Bla lco rritc-· 
are I:?onti onod by John Gocher in his lat est lotter . ae first 
ot all a entions ''The Til t ed i.ioon" by llr,rry Pcro ,·,ne \110 rdl l 
be remecbored for hi s lllak o ver sus Raffl e s stori e s in the 
1930 ' • • He t hou@llt it ,·.n s "sh ee r unadul t er a ted tripo ". If 
any other re :\der ha s r ead t h is nc-;; b ook I shal be ple a s ed to 
have his vi e '.7S, a,J. th ou~1 thi s , of cour se , is not strictly 
alako t:10.t orial . J ohn e-.lso c on s i dor ~ the nc u n cx J-~ .. 'U"dinge 
b:.,ok "very po or stuff indeed ". 1!:.rdi nge , m-iting under his 
non-de- plut:1e "Capstan 11 give R us a st ory cnll od 11Foud 11• I 
havo a fo oli ng t hc,t it na y be c reh ., sh ed 3la k o story , but 
ca.ru1ot tr ac e it r.3 yat . H.:w. :a. 
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BL:,KE'S FI RS T 

* by sl'ALTI:R '.".!EBB. 

C ;\ S E. 

)( )( X lE )I Ji U J( lE l( j( lt JC Ur Jt l " l' .El! )l !( IE ~t~~KilHlHCl<e H .. ( !( .. ) .. ( K""*l!*H*ll*H-l<lt-l<l(,<'"el:lHJCHl<-'U .. tl,._lil-M<;.A*•"";;.~ 

THERE have been sovoral stories de scribing Sexton 
Blake's first oa se. As these \roro all diff erent narruti• 
one is l oft in sono confusion of nind as to mich versi on 
th e correc t on e. 

FIR.SI' thcro •.cu s tho c~.so c.f "The l iystory , :illionair, 
by :-ia l J.:orodith , o.olmoy:lcdgod t o bo tho first ,3l~ke story 
ever. Thi s y,as published in "Th o He.lf'penny lia rv ol" in ll 
Th on, in 1905, th oro np;-,oor od batwce11 tho covers of "Th o 
Union Je ck" the story ontit l od "Sext on Blake's First Case' 
, ~·it ten by ox-e di tor stanhopo Sprigg. Tn:, or three yo a r. 
lator Cocil lla)rtor bogr.n a s eri~.l in "Tho Boy 's l!era l d" 
fe at uring " Sexton Blck c at School" in d-1ich nu rr l'.tivo he 
described tho y outhful 3l ako • s act iviti es in he l ping tho 
r oun1 up o f foreisn crirlinals. In vi o\'I of !llako ' s tondo 1 
yoar s , ono is co npelled t o accept Hayter 's ver s i on as tho 
likely ono . 

HOl.IBIESS, and , ,ithout oven o. ncne , tho l ad •.;ho ~.u s · 
boco c e fonous \mde r tho nano of Soxton Blake, liv ed his b 
ho od tho h ard =Y • Al one and friendless ho 11 .. --id to d opcn, 
upon his sh ,:,.rp ,1i.ts ~.nd daunt l ess c ouru go to avert st c.rv~ 
until th ere onterod his young lifo the oystorious Dr.L an e: 
d 10 bofriondod hir.l . '.'lhat oduc "ti on tho ho oo l o ss \Jai-f r e, 
befo r e ontoring St. Anno ' s Col logo 1,r,.s gi ven hiJ:1 by his 01 

·end~ t ho doctor , nnd fitted hie th o bettor f, 
his not? a nd happ ier life cl.thin the school ,·;al.ls. ':}hen · 
Limc ast or t.a s killed by corto.in aon thoso onnity ho bnd e, 
ho l eft behind h:i.o sufficie nt fund s to pay his y oung pupi: 
f oes at st. Am10 ' s, m; yJ1ich institution tho latter enter, 
as Soxton Blako. 

HERE he nat for th e first t:ino "Sp ot s " Loso ly, his 
fri end in wm y l a ter a dventur e s , chie fly i n Afri ca . Tho 
rv"l,r • ~ unn,::;unl Chri~ i on nao e nrotrPtod "Soots 0 to c r-.11 him 
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Dl nko ' s First Cc.so (co n tinu ed ). 
or t hou:t,t ho di d, on o ·:.u ul d not r ot cl i :,t c t o hi s bull yi ng 
t a ctics . 3l nko ' .. ,:,.s desc ribed us t nll fe r his :1,:;o ~.nd sl i ght 
ly bui lt. Cert ::i,i ly ho ' ·oul d '1ot l o ok " ve ry fo n ,id " bl o 
pro ~osi tion . aut yo un g Bl nko DID r ot nli nt o , and u fi ~:rt 
r osul tod. Hr.rd as nai ls, t ough o.s \ ,{1ip co rd, t ho n cu boy oo.d 
short ·.rork o f ?Fightoan , ,.no ·,ms l oft to f n co th e ri dic:.tlo of 
his schco l fell ows. 

'.'ll-!Ell tol d i t , ,n s t h e, custoo fo r o.l l n m; jun ior.s to fag 
f or tho Fifth end Sixth, young illnko ··.,is t oe c oo d o. spo rt:oan 
t o rctuso, so that \!hen "Spot 3" Lo sc ly ::;oloc t od h ie for h is 
f ::i.g he r.:o de no da:m r. I t r:t!Y sec: : cur ioU 3 th~ ono po 330 se c 
of su ch strength of cha r a cter :::nd qualiti es o f l oc.dership 
shou l d sul:c. it to boi:ig orde red ~.bo ut i u such .ft~S.:.1i on, but 
oh kc t ook .:.\21 i n ....:cnso liking t o Loso ly, nnd ,-.-as p l o:-.sod to 
se ek h is cOIJpru,.y cvon in t hi s capacity. In turn Los ely Gl" C\7 

t o r ospo ct lilal:c ' s st er l i n & qu c.litios a n d evc, Ttunlly r e fu sed 
to a llo ~.-; t ho l a tt er !'n g for hin o.ny l ongElr . So ti Ditly h.c.d 
the b onds of fri endshi p boc or.!c drnx m . 

YOU:!G Blako so on p r ov ed hir1sc lf go od ut s::,orta, but it 
·,us on t ho run ·1i !1g tr :ick t h ~t ho sho ne p urticulerly \l oll . It 
'7 .lO a t St. An:-io's t hat he dev el oped t h o l on g, gliding stride 
\lh ich sent h in cov ering t he gr ound ::-.t a.n aoo..zin g p -.1cc - tho 
~o st ri do d1 ich sub aoqucnt ly r.tado h i.D fan ous a s Unt ,nno. , 
tho f o.~ cst runn er in o.11 Af'ricn. Thero \.US one porso n ·d10 

had vary good r ons ons to be t hn nkful fo r youn g BJ..ako ' s .. rriv :1 
nt t ho sch Q, l. Ho r.u s Dr . ;:Iil son, t ho :1oadtU1.ztor . "1'ho ilea 
t .o.s in t ho ro wer or n su ng of Fron ch cr :h.;.i n o.l.s ..-.ho \! Oro re
u or sclossl y bl ~clo:~lin ::;: hi.a. Si.. Anno ' s, .'.l rm. he r c l oo cy 
pl ac e, ,.us sit u.. .... tc.d by th o soc. , f r=.Cing th e lT or1ch cou st, o.nd 

<T"""CT"'"'r.~od-e d ru.-aaion-t0-tho-building---1> y_ ucn""-'> .f_undo 
gr ound p o.ss.."1.goB l oad i !l(; f'roc a. c o.vo t o t ho sc h oo l chu,o l . 
Fr an t ha~a oth er pnssc. cos l od t o t he Head • a st udy. "J11cn., on 
cor :i ng i n c on tc. et d .th on o of t ho bl a ckllail ore, y ou1113 Blnko 
roe oenis c d in hlll ono of t ho tJ1.u·doro r s of his fri end Dr . 
Lo.nc a t:rtor ho Y.o.s s!)ur r od on t o do toro.in od e f fo rts to sa v o his 
un.f orttl?lt' .. to Hoa b .s ter, nncl brin g t ho cri u in o.ls to j u .stico. 
In t hoir p or sc cujion o f the Hoa.d, t he cr oo ks bo ~n t o r oao t h 
sc hoo l at v lll, unt il Bl :.k o t ock n hand. 

~ p rr crrtly in his cc rli or do.Jto , t ho Hand ha d bo cot.10 
:.iixod up in t ho n ctiviti c s of tho c;ru.1 [; • .• iho \:Or o in ::,~ ssoss ion 
o f c ortoin i n for:mtio n, d 'lich, it d ivulg od , ..,x,ul a co st hil:l hi 



Bloke's ?:i.rst C::, Continu ed • 
· 5 pr osont honour nb l o ,>·Js ition . I n ordor to ov ert t his , 

ha rr ::,ssed Dr . '.7ils on hc.ndod ov or th o scho ol :t',unds, but in 
ro t ro ot fr oo t ho sch ool th e cr ook,: u ore purs ued by al.nko ru 
"Spot s" cJ. one; th o soo:-at pnssn gos ,·h ich ,-,or e honoycoubod u: 
the school buildin e;s. · 

SOLlETHi t!G r,ont uro nG houo v or; th o cr oc ks dis co vered 
t he ir p ur sue rs uore onl y boys ::,nd they turn ed nt boy, at t o, 
a11d Bl.nl:e n:xl Losol y Hor e und o prisoners instco:l of vi ce v, 
,Tith tho r e sult that they foun d t hcos al.vos "'..>dn,.:; t aken n cr, 
tho ch:mnol . Th ay os cnp od by juo; )ine; ov orb o:':r d , uore ::,iol 
up by n pus:::ing s to:iuor, ::md su"'..>soquontly l an ded on t llo for, 
Coa st c.t n sr.l0.11 :,l oco c tl lod Dunquerq ue . '.l.':.1eir noxt st oJ 
,:.as n vi s it to tho Consul ,,te , rJ1oro 3lakc 1:a n:lod ovor to ti 
Briti sh Consul, t ho sch o.:>l funds ,-ni ch ho h od cnnn(;o d t o rn 
fron t ho gr a sp of tho .rron choon, bef or e ho and "SPot s " j ur.r, 
ovo:-b o::i.rd. Thr ou eh tho c;ccc'. offic e s of c Froncho.."lll , on o 
:fri onJ of Dr. Lanc aste r , ,ho ::,.rrnnr;o d their p:i s sne;e:> hoco , : 
Bl e l:c a :1d Los oly \1oro soon bt-.ck nt St . An::io' s r:si in . 

VERY s oon th o ~ n g ctruck a,.u. n , nnd t hi s tin e thine: 
l o ,k cd c'.ooi c'.odl y sti cJ-:y for t he r.ruch per sec ut ed and unh n:_>p: 
Ho,..d . 'i'!1c ir L!Oa11s cf orrtry int o th e schoo l di s cov ered , t , 
hnd obvi ously ~ivon up ney f ur th er hopo of bo ine able t o a: 
L!Or o v.onoy fr ot? th o =n t h oy lu,.d been bl nokoa iline; ·so r uth· 
lossly, and so ha d deci ded on r ev ons o. 

1"1~N n de nd na n •:.'Us f oundin his 3t!.!dy Dr . ':Ti l son di s, 
ored hinsolf in tho p.:,sition of bo i nc uric.blo t o c.ccou rrt foi 
his novon arts at t ho tll.:o cf t ho cr :iuo. '"l'hc Hc i~;l' s ~::.;~cri 
th a t ho \'.<'.s out side the sch oo l r;rounds ulone •·"'-~- disb ol i ov, 
in vi e,-, of ·"he hal l :>ort cr ' a st c.t w ont t o tho ef f ect th c.t I 
s :iu t ho Doctor a rcl t ho don,d =n in th o study t oeo th or . Tl 
scono J.ll t h o irfiiay 7£ s a dr::u-.ic.ti c one, m.th tho Hea d ' s i'c.t, 
the balanc e. . Dut th p y out h ful Bl nko ' s oxtrno r din c.ry up ·,r: 
ing undor Dr . Lnnc c.s;:t;or ha d no.do hi.a sel f r el iant a nd obs oi 
to a de ~ oo ,-.hich m>Ul d hav e boo n surp r i sin g in on e. throe 1 
h is o.eo, and althouEJ! in ignoran c e o f Dr . ,.rilso n ' s cctunl. ., 
c.bouts at tho tio o , he ,.n s ab l e to pr ov e .bey ond dou bt t ha t 
F.oe dl:lnsto r could not possib ly hcv o cor:u:,i tt cd th o cr ir.:e . f 



l!J,Qko's F;lr§t Caso, (g onc l udod}. 
·stir r,ing d.th in hiJ:\ , .. tho ureo t o .;at out into th o •. ., rld, to 
~ l aco hiDso lt on t ho sido ot: t ho ln tt c.nd or der, :.md dovoto 
h inso lt: to tho t o.s<: ot: n nsi:<ting t hose ,·ho miro i n .sore nood 
ot s : ~h ::i u as ho, by rc " son of tho uni qu e tal ents bosto nod 
u;xm hm by nc.tur o e.:1d -.J1ich, l ik e his ;,hy sical strcnct;h ho 
,-,ould dovol .op t o on ovon (>l'OC\t or d oi:;roo thr ourjl th o years, t:e. 
~9-rn, r od t o :;ivo. · 

OF hio subsequent cnso s - t hose ho undo rt o0k ,,hil st oti 
a t oon o.i,, r - th os e tiU rl be tho suhjo ct of ano th er a rticle. 

THE END. 
----------------------------------------
NEXI' ~;o: 1I'H 1-

"THC CASE OF SE:-:i'O:i BLAKJ J~ID THE TITLE" 

by Leonard ~ . Allon . 

U , J, TITLES t or 1926 ::nd 1927*** 
T!8 RCUHD TABLE - ,-rith uor c it ct: s t:r on l ett ers . 

eo; a ,!G Ill ,J1I'.!I::,- "WIN :ING HIS SPURS" or Soxt o:1 Blake's Test 
Caso , T!1is is t ho s oquol t c t ho tine 
m-ticle by 1'alt or 1.ie~'.) ·.i1tch •.-,o ho.vo [;root 
:,l o~~ auro in :,r intin3 t hi s uont h . , 

-----~ -----------~------------------------~------------
Ui;ll'l'ED! s. B, L. ht seri e s ( 1915-1 92 5) !Io ' s, - 3,6 ,7, 9 ,l0,1 2 , 

J3, l 4 ,l7 ,18 , 22 , 26,27 ,31, 34 , 35 , 36 ,37 , 38 , 39 ,4-0 ,45, 47 ,49 ,51,53 , 
83 ,9 9 ,l03 ,l 04,l05,l 06 , l 07 , Io S ,I cJg;IIO",Ilr;:crz;I , , , , 
117 ,11 9 ,121,1 22 ,12 3 ,1 25, 127 ,1 29 ,1 30 ,132 ,1 33 ,1 35 ,136 ,1 39 ;140 .,. 
141,1 43 ,1 44 ,145 ,147 ,1 48 ,1 49 ,150 ,1 51,15 3 ,154,156 ,1 57 ,1 58 ,159, 
160 ,1 61, 163 ,16 4 ,165, 168 ,1 69 ,17 0 ,17 2 ,17 3 ,17 4 ,17 6 ,l7 S ,l 8l ,l82, 
183 ,18 4 ,18 5 ,18 8 ,189 .l 90,l 9l,l 93,l 96 ,197 ,198 ,199 ,200, 201,20 2 , 

203 , 204,205 ,206,219 ,2zr , 228 , 230 , 233 , 248 ;250 ,255, 256 , 257 , 262 , 
263 , 265 , 269 ,270 ,271 ,J,87 , 293 , 297 ; 298 ,31 0 , 31 2 , 352,354, 367 , 360, 
361,362 ,365, 366 , 368 ,371, 380, 382 , 
Pl onso state condition and ;,ri oo. Bond.lOEn : ·.1on . R.'1i t7bina , 
Cc,r dif f , Sout h ·,,~l os. 



· . l23 

~ : 3 G~ms : er 2 ).,er,-nsts b~fcr b 1915. ~ 
G&,IS :/IT!! COVERS: 221, 243, 231, 336, 232, 220, 264, 395, 296 
380, 422 , 420 , 401, 412, 411, . 436, 437; 345 , 331 , 462, 469, 
459 , 468, 103, 185, 167, 168 . l}O , 72, 66, 441, 170, 208, 475 , 
484 , 513 , 524 , 528, 543, 742, 753, 748, 795. 

G1,,fl llO CO\TER: 14, 161, 170, 278, 212, 141, 14 2, 246, 364, 371 
~.~.m.~.m.m.~ ;~ .~.m.m.m . I 
(33 , 36 - t,! . ) 
Li..GNbTS .. °/..THCOVER: 272, 275 , 177, 118, 251, 249 , 325, 358, 
348 , 380, 329, 330, 365, 459, 464 , 501, 503, 595, 597 , 490, l 
551, 542, 559, ~51, 757. 
lL.GIIErS NC' COVER, 220, 326, 114, 152, 129, 130, 260, 247 , 258 
248, 3~. 269 , 219, ~18, 221, 262, 270. 371 . 122, 126 , 133,336 
371, 314, 353/ 298, 42!1, ¥)9.D cuble . .!IUmbe~.. . 'j 
· Please se nd Title s and Numbere of M,>gnets t o J .Shepherd , 
l :.the lsten Cl os e , SMfi el d 9. NONE FOR SALE. i 
,,.h.NTED: Gem No .334; e ls o other numbers con cerning Talb ot, end 
s .o .1• s concerning Rookwood. E . :,.Hubberd , 58 South View 
Crescent , Shef fiel d , 7. 

If y cu have only one OUl 30YS1 BOOK f or sale or up t o 10,000 , 
Consult l:1111 l!.£rtin, 93 Hillsi de, London, N.' f ,10. end b<, sur e J 
of , Straightf orward deal . Present day mark et prices offer ed . \ 

W.t.NTED: Union J eck numbers 1380, 1383, 1388, 1391, 1396, ! 
~14 01. Ii . Df'rwin, 76 ,i estern Rom!, Ea st Dene, Rothe rhe m, J 

Yorkshi re . J 

•:11.uiTED FOit COLUDr ION: Nelsen Lo~s ( Old Se ri es) l-10 2, I 
105-11 0, 120-132.. 134, 135, n1. n 0. 140- 145 . 155, 150, 164, I 
205, 227 , 230 , 234 , 2y;, 237, 238 , 240, 241 , 242, 248- 250 , , 
252-255, 259, 263-273, 276, 284 , 285, 302 , 303 , 305, 312, 314, I 

316, 319-322, 324-329 , 332-334 , 336, 337, 342., 344-3 48 ,. 394 , 
505 , 507, 511 , 512, 514 , 538. 
First N"'1 Series 17, 33. 2nd New Seri es 52, 141. 
JJ. f ew crl.scell eneo us books 'for exchang e, i. e . "S.O.L'a", 
"Bulls eyes ", "Thrill ers", "Doye' Ma~ zince", "Boye" Cinemss". 
Cedric H. Grccmbri : ge , 12 :asrnw&ll Hoed , St.D evi d 'a Estate, 
Kingsth orpe, Ncrthempt on. 

\°/1.!JTEO: Ol d Sex t on ::Jlokd Librari es; elso Boys ' Fri ends, 
J.!egnets, P-pulars end other old boys• books. William Smith, 
57 llerk by Roaa , Syston, Nr. Leicester. 

'------- ----- ------ ----------·-- -- -



LEEDS JOINING THE 
BILLY BUNTER FANS 

Club wiH Tevh ·o sch~lboy heroes 

No harm 


